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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31s/,  1899. 


To  THE  ChaIrman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Birkdale  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district. 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  rather 
more  than  during  the  previous  twelve  months,  the  increase  is  attributable 
to  the  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Influenza  is  still  amongst  us  and  is  responsible  for  six  deaths,  but  the 
severity  of  its  attacks  is  much  diminished  and  the  deaths  less  frequent  than 
when  it  made  its  first  appearance. 

I regret  to  report  16  deaths  from  Phthisis.  Your  Inspector  and  myself 
made  many  visits  to  the  more  crowded  portions  of  the  district  and  insisted 
on  the  clearance  of  all  filth  surrounding  dwellings  and  the  reconstruction 
of  insanitary  buildings.  The  people  have  also  been  advised  to  boil  all 
milk.  This  class  of  case  does  not  of  course  come  under  our  notice  until 
too  late  to  take  measures  for  the  prevention  of  contagion,  but  general 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  premises  in 
localities  mostly  requiring  same,  as  this  is  a disease  which  year  after  year 
causes  such  a large  percentage  of  our  death  rate.  Attention  is  given  to  all 
sanitary  reform  likely  to  benefit  the  health  of  the  people,  such  as  strict 
examination  of  cowsheds,  air  space,  etc.,  by  Veterinary  Surgeon.  Many 
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recommendations  have  been  made  to  your  Board  during  the  year  for  the 
better  asphalting  or  paving  of  back  yards  in  order  to  prevent  the  careless 
throwing  of  slop  water  from  back  doors  and  leakage  from  ashpits,  and  the 
removal  of  cesspools,  etc.,  very  few  of  which  are  now  remaining  as  the 
Council  insist  on  proper  sewering  where  the  main  is  laid.  Ill-ventilated 
rooms,  dirty,  dark  and  damp  dwellings,  foul  gases,  intemperance,  and  bad 
and  insufficient  food  are  amongst  the  predisposing  causes  of  this  disease 
and  must  be  carefully  enquired  into. 

Pig  keeping  is  another  nuisance  much  to  be  regretted  in  a health  resort 
or  crowded  district,  but  strict  compliance  is  required  as  to  distance  from 
house,  paving  sty,  and  prompt  removal  of  refuse.  This  to  some  extent 
prevents  the  unpleasant  odours  and  insanitary  condition  usually  found  in 
close  districts  where  pigs  are  kept. 

I mentioned  in  my  last  Report  that  we  were  much  in  need  of  a new 
Isolation  Hospital  and  I much  regret  that  your  Board  have  not  as  yet  seen 
their  way  clear  to  carry  out  this  important  proposal,  though  I notice  that 
negotiations  are  pending  for  a Hospital  site. 

Another  suggestion  I made  was  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  secure  a 
looo  gallons  flushing  cart  in  order  to  prevent  any  odours  arising  from  the 
open  grids.  I should  like  to  repeat  and  emphasise  this  request,  as 
numerous  complaints  have  been  made  to  me  (privately)  of  many  instances 
of  this  nuisance. 

I am  informed  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  use  the  poles  for 
carrying  the  overhead  equipment  for  Electric  Tramways,  which  will  shortly 
be  introduced  in  this  district,  as  a means  of  ventilating  the  sewers  along 
the  tramway  route. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  may  seem  to  be  a discrepancy  between  number  of  cases  reported 
and  those  sent  to  Isolation  Hospital.  This  was  due  to  a number  of  boys 
from  one  school  contracting  the  disease  in  such  a mild  form  as  led  to  its 
not  being  at  first  recognised.  Subsequently  the  boys  were  nursed  at  the 
school  and  afterwards  all  necessary  disinfection  and  cleaning  was  carried 
out  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Board. 


The  total  Zymotic  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  I’o;  that  from  notifiable 
diseases  o'3. 


SMALL  POX. 


There  has  again  this  year  been  a freedom  from  any  cases  of  Small-pox, 
but  the  Ducker  Hospital  is  kept  under  supervision  to  be  ready  for  any 
emergency. 

MEASLES. 


We  have  fortunately  been  free  from  this  disease  and  no  deaths  are 
recorded.  Still  it  would  be  a great  matter  if  we  could  induce  the  respon- 
sible person  or  householder  to  report  any  case  of  either  this  disease  or  of 
Whooping  Cough.  We  might  then  be  enabled  to  isolate  the  patient  and 
look  after  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  house,  and  so  control  the  spread  of 
infection. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  very  prevalent  in  the  district  most  of  the  year 
but  particularly  in  March.  It  was  however  of  a very  mild  type  and  for- 
tunately caused  only  one  death.  It  is  unfortunate  that  sufferers  from  this 
disease  should  have  to  be  treated  at  home,  as  we  seem  to  have  no  control 
over  people  passing  in  and  out  of  the  house,  neither  means  of  preventing 
persons  nursing  the  patient  from  mixing  with  others,  using  general  con- 
veyances, etc.,  and  so  spreading  the  disease. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  has  also  been  prevalent  and  caused  a numbej  of  deaths — nine. 
We  have  unfortunately  no  means  of  controlling  this  disease.  Although  not 
caused  by  any  unhygienic  condition,  I think  it  is  a pity  it  is  not  made  a 
notifiable  disease,  for  when  an  epidemic  does  occur  it  more  than  almost  any 
other  disease  swells  our  death  rate. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

A very  mild  form  was  prevalent  during  the  month  of  January,  but  one 
death  is  recorded  from  this  disease.  The  usual  enquiries  were  made  as  to 
milk  and  water  supply,  and  the  ashpits  were  emptied  and  disinfected. 
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TYPHOID, 


There  were  nine  cases  of  typhoid  reported,  but  as  these  were  not  con- 
fined to  any  special  area  and  could  not  be  traced  to  any  one  milk  supply,  it 
is  difficult  to  specify  the  cause.  There  is  however  always  a danger  to  a 
community  where  the  old-fashioned  midden  privy  is  in  use.  Your  Board 
have  recognised  this  and  during  the  year  have  paid  special  attention  to  the 
conversion  of  privies  to  the  water  closet  system,  and  as  there  is  at  the 
present  time  a desire  to  replace  these  privies  with  Bristol  ejects  as  being 
less  expensive  to  the  landlord,  I desire  to  recommend  that  none  but  a 
proper  water  carriage  system  be  allowed.  The  inspection  of  all  new 
buildings  also  should  be  insisted  upon  previous  to  their  being  inhabited,  in 
order  that  our  authority  may  be  satisfied  that  the  original  plans  have  been 
successfully  carried  out.  It  has  been  clearly  proved  that  typhoid  is  not 
nearly  so  prevalent  in  districts  supplied  with  proper  W.C.’s  as  in  those 
where  the  old  midden  system  is  allowed. 

DIARRHCEA. 

This  is  another  disease  which  may  fairly  be  taken  to  indicate  the 
health  of  a district  from  a purely  sanitary  point  of  view,  although  the 
classification  of  this  disease  is  not  satisfactory  as  Diarrhoea  may  arise  from 
many  different  conditions  of  health  otherwise  than  that  due  to  a bacterial 
origin,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  only  one  death  was  attributable 
to  Diarrhoea,  Although  we  have  had  a very  trying  summer  not  one  ease 
was  reported  of  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  which  have  been  registered  as 
the  cause  of  deaths  in  the  year  i8gg  were  as  follows : 


Measles  o 

Diarrhoea  i 

Enteric  Fever  2 

Scarlet  Fever  i 

Whooping  Cough  g 

Diphtheria  and  Mem.  Croup 2 

Puerperal  Fever  o 
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Giving  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  i-o  per  looo  of  population. 


AGES  AT  WHICH  DEATH  TOOK  PLACE. 


Under  i year  50 

Over  I and  under  5 years 18 

,,  5 ..  15  10 

M 15  25  8 

n 25  „ 65  65 

,,  65  and  upwards  80 


SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  is  still  carried  out  by  your  Board,  and  particular  attention 
is  given  to  the  removal  of  all  refuse,  and  each  Ashpit  is  disinfected  after 
removal  of  contents. 


LIGHTING. 

Several  new  roads  have  been  properly  lighted.  The  Incandescent 
Lamps  after  trial  are  proving  satisfactory,  and  the  district  is  now 
efficiently  lighted. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  which  are  situated  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
district  and  isolated  from  dwelling  houses,  are  frequently  visited  and  kept 
under  strict  supervision. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  ETC. 

These  are  on  farm  land  in  open  districts,  away  from  contamination  by 
resident  population,  and  are  in  charge  of  your  Veterinary  Inspector,  who 
makes  monthly  reports  to  your  Committee  and  sees  that  suggested  reform 
is  carried  out.  Being  exclusively  country  district  your  Board  have 
arranged  for  a minimum  cubical  capacity  of  600  feet,  which  seems  to  work 
satisfactorily. 


5 


SEWAGE  SYSTEM. 


The  Receiving  Reservoir  at  the  Sewage  Works,  which  I mentioned 
in  my  last  report,  is  now  emptied  and  thoroughly  cleansed  every  fortnight, 
and  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  Pumping  Machinery,  which  is 
now  capable  of  meeting  every  emergency  of  storm  water,  etc.  Considerable 
attention  has  been  bestowed  on  the  Irrigation  Area,  and  no  Sewage  is 
allowed  to  flow  into  the  Brook  until  it  has  gone  through  the  International 
process  and  treatment  in  addition  to  land  filtration.  A large  number  of 
Ventilating  Lamp  Columns  and  Shafts  have  been  fitted  in  various  parts  of 
the  district.  A separate  system  is  used  for  the  surface  water  which  is 
carried  away  by  means  of  earthenware  pipes  and  emptied  into  the  sea. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  appended,  which  will  give  the 
number  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


ALBERT  V.  WHEELER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Heallli. 


Birkdale, 


Health  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Birkdale, 

January,  igoo. 

LIST  OF  NUISANCES  abated  from  January  ist^  1899, 
to  December  31s/,  1899. 


Nuisance  arising  from 

No. 

Remarks 

Defective  drains  

H 

J Intercepted  from  main  sewer 

1 and  ventilated 

Drains  stopped  

22 

Drains  cleaned  out 

Defective  drains  not  trapped 

21 

Drains  trapped  with  gullies 

Bristol  ejects  or  slop  water  | 
closets  stopped  i 

29 

Cleaned  out 

Offensive  pan  closets  

Modern  water  closets  fixed  with 

10 

flushing  apparatus 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation 

17 

1 Converted  into  water  closets 
( with  flushing  apparatus 

Overcrowding  bedrooms 

I 

Numbers  reduced 

Defective  roof  of  dwellings 

I 

Roof  repaired 

Defective  soil  pipe  joints  

4 

Joints  caulked 

Defective  shippon  and  stable 

2 

Drained  to  main  sewer 

Defective  floor  boards  of  dwelling 

I 

Flooring  renewed 

Town’s  water  turned  off  at  ) 
dwellings ] 

19 

Town’s  water  again  turned  on 

Defective  ashpits 

7 

Ashpits  roofed  over 

Accumulation  of  fish  tubs  

2 

Tubs  removed  from  premises 

Ashpits  and  privies  situate  too) 
near  dwellings  ) 

I 

Removed  further  from  dwelling 

Dwelling  not  habitable  

I 

Dwelling  house  closed 

Insufficient  drainage  

3 

Cesspools  abolished,  premises 
drained  to  main  sewer 

Greenhouse  used  as  sleeping  room 

I 

Ceased  to  be  used  as  sleeping  room 

Offensive  slop  water  closets  

I Don  P.d  into  modern  water 

I 

1 closet 

W.  C.  soil  pipes  not  ventilated... 

6 

Soil  pipes  ventilated 

Filthy  dwellings  

I 

Cleansed 

Defective  rain  water  cisterns 

2 

Cleaned  out  and  re-cemented 

Total 

166 
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43  Official  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  for  the  abatement 
of  Nuisances. 

123  Nuisances  abated  during  the  year  on  intimation  being  given  to 
the  various  owners  on  discovery  of  the  same. 

No  legal  proceedings  required  to  be  taken  during  the  year  for  the 
abatement  of  Nuisances. 

The  emptying  of  Ashpits  has  been  carried  out  systematically  through- 
out the  district  during  the  year,  by  the  District  Council’s  own  workmen  ; 
the  nightsoil  being  carted  to  various  farm  fields  outside  the  district. 

Nuisances  under  Notice  to  Abate  at  the  end  of  Year,  but  not  yet 


completed : 

Insufficient  Privy  Accommodation  12 

Defective  Drains,  not  being  intercepted  from  the  Main  Sewers  10 

Offensive  Pan  Closets  4 

Defective  Ashpits  12 

Total 38 


JAMES  JUMP, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


8 


